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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

June 14, 2018 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:31 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Deborah Chipman, Margaret Maynard, Megan Eppley, 

Mark Brejcha, John Sparks 

 

Absent:  Scott Herron  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director    

 Jim Eddinger, Director of Public Safety 

 Simone Smith-Politz, Board Secretary  

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Mark Brejcha, to approve the minutes 

from May 17, 2018 as presented.  Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Park Hours: 

Heather informed the Board that within their packets was email correspondence from 

City Attorney Eric Williams regarding park hours.  Currently there is only policy 

concerning park hours, which are 7am -10 pm.  It has been proposed to adopt an 

ordinance regarding park hours.  Recently there has been complaints from some of the 

general public regarding police contact when in the parks after posted hours. 

 

Director Eddinger addressed the Board and explained he has had contact with an 

individual recently who was unhappy about two police contacts after park hours.  

Although this individual wasn’t necessarily doing anything criminal, there have been 

recent instances of criminal activity in the City parks; there have been recent larcenies 

and an occurrence of an individual sleeping in a Port-A-John.  He explained that having 

an ordinance would make things easier for the police to enforce and get people to move 

along even before anything illegal takes place.  Director Eddinger also contacted other 

police departments and found that many have an ordinance with penalty for being in a 

park after posted hours. 
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There was further discussion regarding signage and that the ordinance would not prohibit 

individuals from using the trail system or simply passing though the parks.  This would 

also not prohibit special events from being held in the parks during closed hours.  The 

idea behind the ordinance is more to keep people from loitering on park property.   

 

Motion by John Sparks, seconded by Margaret Maynard, to recommend an ordinance 

to the City Commission regarding park hours from 5 am-10 pm.  Motion Passed.  

 

Heather also advised she and Director Eddinger have had discussion involving a future 

ordinance regarding no camping in the parks as that is also becoming an issue. 

 

Pool: 

 

Heather advised there are several people in the audience who would like to comment 

about some of the activities at the pool.  Currently there is a program involving free 

swimming lessons which has been well received by the community.  In fact, there is a 

waiting list to take advantage of the free lessons.  Heather introduced Abagale Wyma 

who signed up for the swimming lessons with her two young children who are 2 and 3 

years old. 

 

Wyma was present with her husband, Nick, and explained she would like to talk about 

her experience and also received permission from two other individuals to speak 

regarding their experiences.  Wyma stated she went to the pool with her two children on 

Tuesday afternoon.  They were out on the pool deck and she was holding her kids’ hands 

walking to the pool during which time she got a whistle blown at her to stop running.  

They got to the water and had the whistle blown at them again by a lifeguard who 

informed her they are not allowed to wear life jackets in the pool.  She told the lifeguard 

that is how her children swim.  She brought one of the life jackets to the meeting to show 

the Board.  She explained the jacket is US Coast Guard approved as a personal flotation 

device (PFD), but according to the pool staff is considered a toy.  Toys are only allowed 

in the pool on Fridays.  She continued to get the whistle blown at her and was told she 

needed to leave the pool.  After Wyma refused to get out of the pool Pat came out on the 

deck and humiliated Wyma and her children in front of the other patrons.  She described 

Pat as very masculine in her demeanor and that she continued to belittle and humiliate 

her.  Pat commented that the 3-year-old should be able to swim.  Wyma waited 15 

minutes for a refund for the fees she paid for the evening. 

 

Wyma posted her experience on Facebook and had 8 other people speak of similar 

experiences with Pat.  She received permission from 2 other individuals to tell their 

encounter.  One was from Tracy Walters, who was not present at the meeting, who said 

she has a non-verbal autistic daughter who does not know the dangers a pool.  She took 

her daughter to the pool last summer with a life jacket and was told the same thing about 

life jackets not being allowed.  Pat told Walters that the pool was not likely a good place 

for her to swim.  Walters inquired about a designated day or time for special needs kids to 

swim.  Pat said she could come on Fridays with her toys, but Walters felt this would be 

too much stimulation with all of the other kids and toys at that time.  Once again, Pat told 

her it was not likely a good place for her daughter to swim. 

 

The second statement was from Shavon Jane who has a high-functioning autistic son.  

Her statement was that 3 summers ago her son who was 3 at the time got out of the pool 
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and jumped in the 5-foot-deep section.  Jane had to jump in after her son as the lifeguards 

were not paying attention.  Another patron told the head lifeguard that day that the 

lifeguards were not paying attention when Pat came out and called Jane very 

irresponsible and told her she shouldn’t be allowed to take her hands off her son.  Pat 

berated Jane in front of all the other patrons and didn’t show any care that her son was 

special needs. 

 

Wyma questioned if Pat was a lifeguard, and if she is, why she doesn’t know the 

difference between today’s PFD’s and a toy.  She said she understands this type of 

behavior has been a problem with Pat for several years and questions why she has been 

allowed to continue in her roll for this long. 

 

There was some discussion among the board regarding why PFD’s are not allowed, if 

there are written pool rules, and how other municipalities establish their pool rules. 

 

Amanda Vermeer then addressed the Board.  She stated she is a local user of the pool for 

many years, since she was a young child; she is now in college.  She has done swim 

lessons and water safety skills course and is lifeguard trained and certified.  She has 

followed this incident since it was posted on Facebook earlier this week.  She believes the 

two main issues are the use of toys in the pool and how Pat handled the situation. 

 

Vermeer pointed out that the device Wyma was using is considered a “puddle jumper”.  

While this device is US Coast Guard approved, it only holds a Type 5 rating which is the 

lowest on the scale; it is not considered a life jacket as far as saving the life of a child 

goes.  The rating of the device is why it’s viewed as a toy by the pool staff.  She stated 

although Wyma was present with her kids, that is not the case for everybody.  It makes it 

difficult to determine where to draw the line and allow usage by some patrons, but not 

others; so the rule is equally enforced among all pool users.  She also explained that extra 

equipment in the pool also adds to extra chaos and distractions from a lifeguard point-of-

view.  The reason toys are allowed on Fridays is because the pool is staffed with 

additional lifeguards for this occasion. 

 

As far as the way the situation was handled by Pat, Vermeer said she does not see an 

issue with it.  She explained Pat runs a tight ship.  There are reasons behind Pat’s level of 

strictness; the pool is always clean, and the staff is well trained and certified.  The rules 

are enforced to ensure and maintain safety of all pool users. 

 

Next, Whitney Buffa addressed the Board requesting some changes at the pool.  Buffa 

began by saying she has lived near the pool for 5 years but has avoided using it because 

of the attitude of Pat and the climate there.  She explained her daughter is 5 years old and 

uses puddle jumpers to swim.  She feels the device has helped her daughter learn to 

swim.  She said she would like to see some changes regarding times for swim lessons.  It 

would be ideal to have hours which are more accommodating to parents who work during 

the day.  Buffa suggested having evening or late afternoon swim lessons; possibly from 

5-7 pm or 6-8 pm.  There are also no early swim times on the weekends.  She also 

suggested extending the pool season later in the summer.  She realizes that it’s not likely 

to change the hours for this season, but requested the consideration for next year’s pool 

season. 
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Heather proposed using social media to put out a survey for community feedback 

regarding what’s working and potential changes for the pool.  This would be a useful tool 

to determine what the community would like to see.   

 

Megan inquired as to the steps of discipline involving complaints such as Wyma’s.  

Heather explained the first step is a verbal warning, the second step would be a written 

reprimand. 

 

John asked the Wyma’s what they would like to see done.  Abagale said she thinks it’s 

time for change at the pool; whether replacing Pat or helping her to understand the needs 

of today’s community.  Nick said he thinks there needs to be an investigation done 

regarding Pat’s behavior and how she handles the public. 

 

Northend Sign: 

The Muskegon River Watershed is applying for a grant for signage to go in the area for 

the new tree planting.  The preference would be to go to social media for 

recommendations regarding the trees as opposed to a yard sign.  The purpose of the new 

tree plantings would be to stop the erosion that is taking place along the riverbank. 

 

Swede Hill Park: 

The parking lot is almost done.  There only needs another coat of paint for the project to 

be completed. 

 

Mitchell Creek Park: 

The project at Mitchell Creek Park is almost done.  The base coat for the parking lot is 

done.  The second coat will be done tomorrow.  The only thing remaining is the planting 

of the rain garden.  June 29th is the completion date per the bid agreement. 

 

Special Events: 

Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.  

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

The City Mayor has asked that the community participate in the National Recreation and 

Park Association’s 10-Minute Walk Campaign.  This was discussed at the last 

Commission meeting regarding acknowledgment and support from the City and the 

community. 

 

Karen inquired about what is currently happening to the pavilion at Triangle Park as it 

currently is wrapped in plastic.  It was relayed that Rotary is doing work there and 

prepping to paint the pavilion. 

 

Mark asked for an update on the Fitness Park at Triangle Park.  Heather reported she met 

with Riverview PTO a couple of weeks ago and discussed the idea with them.  They 

requested a block of time during the school day for use for the Riverview students.  
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Heather told them they would need to contribute at least $5,000.  She has not heard back 

from them regarding their potential contribution.  She is also waiting on a letter of 

commitment from Spectrum Health before moving forward. 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be August 9, 2018 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 

 

Simone Smith-Politz 

Board Secretary 


